Page

Wednesday, November 25, 2008 W Metro Desk (973) 392-4040 Fax {973) 392-5845 B

PROSECUTORS SHOW PHOTOS
VIDEO TO FORT DIX JURY .

The two assistant U.S. Attorneys tried to
refocus jurors on some of their more

compelling evidenice. Pagexr
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insurer
will cover
claims for
anorexia

Settlement to pay
$1.2M to patients

BY GUY STEBLING
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

The state’s largest health-insur-
ance provider has agreed to cover
claims stemming from eating disor-
ders, seftling 4 class action lawsulf,
brought by parents of children suf-
fering from anorexia,

Terms of the settlement still
need o be accepted by the federal
Judge In Newark overseeing -the
case, but the lawyer for those who
brought fhe suit against Horizon
Blue Cross/Blue Shield of New Jer-
sey predicted i will galn approval,

The attomey, Bruce H. Nagel, -
sefd the decislon will lead to-500 .
patients recelving $1.3 million when -
their previously denled claims. ae
reprocessed. He also said eating -
disorders will now be classified s a -
biologically based mental =Emmm. -
Just as depression is. '

“I am exiremely pleased’ Smﬂ
Horizon has agreed to walve cover
age limitations and pay for past de-
nied claims,” Nagel said, “What this
means is that all New Jersey. resi-

_Gents suffering from eating disors
ders will finally receive the médical
care they so desperately mm& for
these ferrifying tnesses.” ..'.

Nagel estimated the valué'of
Horizon welving coverage limita: .
tons on disorders such as bulimiag
end anorexia will amount to mose
than $20 miltion over the next-15 )
yEars. EPRRE

In a statement, Horizon spokes-
mar Tom Rubino said the com:
pany “believes the settiement is'in
the best interest of all the parties
irvolved and in line with the direc-
tion of federal parily for Bmmﬁw
health”

Horizon said some of its v%emm -

provide coverage for eating disor-
ders stich as anorexia and _UESE
but that treatment benefits -webe’

lirnited because ihey were amm%mm.n .

45 nonbiological in nature,

"New Jersey law does not iden-

{ify anorexia and bulimis as E&oﬁ,
8@ hased mental ilinesses réquir-

" ing parity benefits” the m"m@mﬁmﬁ

noted.
Under the terms of the mmgm.
mment, Horizon will not admit any 1i-

ability bub will provide :um.a@.
treatment to eating disorder claims

in the future for all cument mem-

bers who are fully fmsured” the

statement added,

Ronald Drazin, the lead plaintif

in the case and the father of afeen-
age girl denied coversge fof dne-
rexis, hailed the settlements’ond

said he hopes to recover $25000 iri.
out-of-pocket expenses w.ca the )

suis.

“We fought the battle mmuv.a%...
said Drazin, & lawyer who lives in
Fair Haven. “It was long, umﬂ m wag
worth it.”

Lara Drazin, 18, spent mﬂ,mm
months at 2 hospital i Princetor
and another three months ab aresi-
dential treatment facitity in Flerida
after showing signs of anorexia be-
fore her first year of high school.
She missed a year of scheol and, at

one point, her weight &o%ma to -’

88 pounds.

Today, she is a senlor ai Com-
munications High School & Wal
Township, a school for giffed stu-
derts, where she was elected presi-

dent of the National Honor Society.
She’s also getting ready for coilege

{See EATING, Page i8]

@he mwmﬁ.ﬁ%_ aer

q. Ecmm Emmwmw mm&mm

m
¢

on mﬁo@nm owmmwm

Lo

.w
_
_
_
_
1
i
3

Lo

- egting disorders.

The case against Horizon ammmm‘.

amow 4 couple of years when:a

sgsinst the company sfter her
%nmgma was %Emm 8<m3mm Q

- her lorig-berm anorexia.

" Herizon took the position i the
.” mEﬂ filed By Dawn Beye that ano-

- rexla wes nof hiclegically based
and therefore meligible for-cover-
- 8ge. Beye has since bscome one of
the members of. the class-action

R umnnEm before 7.8, District Judge
Jand s an advocate. for gomm ﬁﬁ,

Faith. mo%aﬁm_ sald Nagel, ' .
‘Estfer this fall, Hochberg ap-

‘proved: a: mmgmﬁma in a similar
- case mmmﬁmﬂ &etna, he added, The
woman from Wayne filed suft-

case.agaitist Horizon was more sig-
nificant because it affects a greater

. ,‘mﬁ%mm £ zma uma% Hmmammam

COLUMNS Fran Ecoa. Jersey m&

me& sald, Besed in Newarl;, Hori-
zon hag “more:. %mm 38 m.&mom
merbers.

The settlement also m:oﬁm for
dispuies over. eating disorder cov-
erage to be resolved-by speclalists.
Previously, doctors without hack-

‘gounds I eating disorders made

those decisions, Nagel said.
“T hope other carriers in New
Jersey will get i line with this set-

‘tlement,” he added.

Horizon also mmmmmn {0 pay Nog-
€l's law frzn, Nagel Rice in Rose-
landg, $2.45 milion E ama H.mmm

/ .:./f,




